[Occurrence of malignant non-Hodgkin lymphoma after long-term azathioprine therapy of chronic polyarthritis].
The case is presented of a female patient with rheumatoid arthritis, in whom a malignant non-Hodgkin lymphoma developed following long-term treatment with azathioprine. The possibility of an increased incidence of malignant lymphomas in immunological disorders, including rheumatoid arthritis, is discussed, as is the question of the extent to which azathioprine therapy might be involved in this. Some pathogenetic mechanisms of the development of malignant lymphomas are also considered.